
These actions are to approve, instruct the Mayor to sign, and instruct the Deputy County Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors Executive Office to duly notarize enclosed Lease Agreement No. DTFAWN-11-
L-00017A and its attached Operation Agreement for the Airport Traffic Control Tower Facility 
between the County of Los Angeles and the Federal Aviation Administration for the continued 
operation of the airport traffic control tower facility at El Monte Airport in the City of El Monte.

SUBJECT

May 31, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

LEASE AGREEMENT NO. DTFAWN-11-L-00017A BETWEEN 
THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES AND THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION FOR THE 

CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE AIRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER FACILITY AT EL 
MONTE AIRPORT, EL MONTE
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 1)

(4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Find that Lease Agreement No. DTFAWN-11-L-00017A and Operation Agreement for the Airport 
Traffic Control Tower Facility are exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 
Act.

2.  Approve, instruct the Mayor to sign, and instruct the Deputy County Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors Executive Office to duly notarize Lease Agreement No. DTFAWN-11-L-00017A and its 
attached Operation Agreement for the Airport Traffic Control Tower Facility between the County of 
Los Angeles and the Federal Aviation Administration for approximately 2,895 square feet of land to 
allow for the continued operation of the airport traffic control tower at El Monte Airport in the City of El 
Monte for a 20 year term commencing on October 1, 2011, and continuing through September 30, 
2031.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to ensure the continued operation of the airport traffic 
control tower facility (control tower), owned and operated by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), at El Monte Airport (airport), owned by the County of Los Angeles (County). On June 25, 
1991, your Board approved a land lease accommodating the control tower at the airport.  The 
County has no involvement in the operation of the control tower nor is involved in air traffic control 
operations.  Additionally, the County does not have sufficient funds to operate the control tower.

A control tower is necessary by the FAA due to the congestion of air traffic in the greater Los 
Angeles area.  The control tower services are provided by ground-based controllers who direct 
aircraft on the ground and in the air.  The primary purpose of the control tower is to separate aircraft 
to prevent collisions, organize and expedite the flow of traffic, and provide information and other 
support for pilots when able. Over the years, the control tower has greatly enhanced safety and 
convenience for the airport users. The current land lease will expire on September 30, 2011. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) 
and Public Safety (Goal 5).  The continued operation of the control tower at the airport will ensure 
that ground maneuvering and air traffic services will be provided to the airport users, which 
enhances user convenience and safety of operations.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  The County will not receive any monetary 
consideration for this Lease Agreement No. DTFAWN-11-L-00017A (lease agreement), and there 
will be no County costs associated with the operation or maintenance of the control tower by the 
Federal Aviation Administration.  

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This lease agreement has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.
 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This lease agreement is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as specified in Class 1(r) of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures 
and Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the lease agreement will have no impact on current services or projects at the airport.
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CONCLUSION

Please return three adopted copies and the executed lease agreements to the Department of Public 
Works, Aviation Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:RLS:cmb

Enclosures

c: Auditor-Controller
Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Assessor
County Counsel (Adrienne Byers)
Executive Office
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